
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

P.A.S.: Change of Zone #3347 DATE: November 28, 2001 

PROPOSAL: This is a request to amend section 27.69.160 of the City Zoning
Ordinance, referencing signs for special permitted uses.

CONCLUSION: Though this is very limited and targeted legislation, it may prove useful when
applied in conjunction with a business as provided in 27.63.170.

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

APPLICANT: Mark Hunzeker
1045 Lincoln Mall, Suite 200
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 476-7621

CONTACT: Same

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Section  27.69.160 of the Lincoln Municipal Code.

PROPOSED TEXT CHANGES:

.27.69.160 Other Permitted Signs; Special Permitted Uses.
In all residential zoning districts, special permitted uses may have the greater of the district
signs or a sign identifying or describing the name of the building and the business or services
offered on the premises. One sign only per special use shall be permitted if it meets the
following conditions and requirements:

(a) The sign shall not be more than twenty square feet in area; however, the City Council
may permit a sign up to forty square feet in area, in conjunction with the special
permit for a parking lot pursuant to Section 27.63.170;

(b) The sign shall not be located in any required yard; however, the City Council may
permit a sign to be located in a required yard in conjunction with a special permit for
a parking lot pursuant to Section 27.63.170;

(c) The sign shall not be more than eight feet in height if it is not a wall sign;
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(d) The location, size, and illumination of the sign, if any, shall be shown on the special
permit application and shall be specifically approved as a part of said application;

(e) The sign shall be in keeping with the character of the area in which it is located.

Notwithstanding the above, for specially permitted commercial uses of historic structures or
sites approved under the provisions of Section 27.63.400 of this title, two signs per entrance
may be permitted, one of which, limited to five feet in height, may be located in a required front
yard, pro-vided that the Historic Preservation Commission has deemed those signs
appropriate. (Ord. 16735 §23; February 13, 1995: prior Ord. 15823 §2; February 11, 1991:
Ord. 14613 §23; March 9, 1987).

ANALYSIS:

1. This request is to allow council to permit a sign up to 40 square feet in area and in a
required yard where a special permit is approved for a parking lot in a residential
district. The existing provision is limited to 20 square feet in area and outside required
yards.

2. This is in response to concerns raised in the processing of CZ # 3340, where a
request was made to change the zone from R-1 Residential to B-1 Commercial to
allow a ground sign. Questions were raised as to permitted uses, and the ability to
apply conditions and limitations and a site plan with the straight change of zone.. 

3. Though this is very limited and targeted legislation, it may prove useful when applied
in conjunction with a business as provided in 27.63.170.

Prepared by:

Mike DeKalb, AICP
Planner
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